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476 Agricultural Report, Kc. [June. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

tram May 40, till June 40, 1810. 

Since last Report, the weather has been \er> dry, and extremely unfavourable 
to vegetation ; the partial rains that have lately fallen have been of considerable 
use to the emps in several districts where they fill in any great quantity, but in 
some pans of the country, there has been so little rain, that (he flax and corn 
crop* look extremely ill— the grass g>out rl has suffered much by the drought, 
and some people have been obliged to turn their cattle into the meadows for 
want of other sustenance, the effects of which, they will severely feel in the en- 
suing winter, but which might have been pi even ted by laying down a pnr'ion of 
their land in clover and rye grass, which would have furnished them with an 
ample and timely supply of green food for their cattle. 

As it is now pretty evident that the hay crops will be deficient, and the oats 
short, there is much reason to expect a scarcity of fodder, the farmers ought 
thereiore to be careful of their stiaw in the early part of the winter, to prevent 
as much as possible the consequence of the want ot it in spiing. 

In several parts ot the country, the wheat crops are complained of as being 
thin, and small eared, the long continuance of dry weather immediately alter 
an exceeding wet spring, bound up the soil, and prevented the loots of the wheat 
from tellering, or stooling as ii is generally - termed, and there is some reasons 
for thinking it will pot pra<-e as productive a crop, as its appearance at an earlier 
part of the season gave grounds to expect ; there is however some variety ot senti- 
ment on -the subject occasioned by the different prospects in different quarters of the 
country. 

A few weeks more will enable us to decide with greater certainty on the general 
probable result. 

COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Bt late accounts from the United States of North America, we 6nd that the non- 
intercourse act has been suspended by their legislature, except in the case of one of 
the belligerent powers rescinding their decrees, and then it is to be in force against 
the other. Thus for a "time their ports are once more open, but how long this case 
may continue is involved in that uncertainty, which by a series of mutual blunders has 
latterly characterized our political reIations._with that country. If the free ioter- 
couise should continue, our merchants will eagerly avail themselves of an outlet 
for our manufactures, which have latterly been accumulating in warehouses, both at 
home and abroad, with very small demand for them. The regular sales in linens 
have latterly been very small, and buyers have been on the watch for what in Lon- 
don, are technically denominated jobs, when the sellers are forced to sell at whatever 
prices the market will afford. In Ireland the cotton trade is in a state of the deepest 
depression, while in Great Britain it is in a state of greater activity, partly owing to 
their more close vicinity to the continent, aided by the large capitals of their mer- 
chants, by which the fabrics of cotton are forced into the continent of Europe, 
and even as report states; into the very city of Paris, notwithstanding the prohibito- 
ry decrees of Bonaparte, who is either unable to exclude them, or politicly winks at 
their admission. Another cause of the more favourable state ot the cotton manufac- 
ture in England and Scotland, may also be referred to their improved machinery, by 
which the cost of labour is abridged. It is asserted that many of their calicoes are 
•wrought ju double looms, and by this contrivance the labour of the weaver is much 
mure productive. 

The depressed state of pur trade is evinced by the general joy at 
the partial reconciliation with America: if we are permanently relieved 
from the heavy pressure brought on through the system of -c< mmercial hostility, the 
over-burthened springs of trade, may be expected to resume in a degree some of their 
former elasticity , and enable us to hear for a time our enormous load of taxation, and 
the m my evils of our paper currency. Thus the day of reckoning may be delayed 
a little longer, but sooner or later in our commercial arid political concerns a crisis 

may be expected, to which the prudent look forward, with anxiety and alarm. 

We have latterly been alarmed by private bankruptcies. What may be the distresses 
attendant on a national catastrophe? Like a wasting expense, of an improvident in- 
dividual, there has been in our public expenditure, much prodigal expense, and 
thoughtless anticipation of future revenue. We know that to run profusely in debt 
is the ruin of individuals, and may we not anticipate a. similar fatal result to public 
prodigality? 



